
Robert Jones, of Liverpool, and the result had proved
so satisfactory that it had been unnecessary to resort
to a cutting operation.
remote results following excision of the
shoulder-joint for trauma and disease.

By Dr. Charles L. Scudder, Boston. He referred
to the conditions for which such excision was required
and spoke of the great uncertainty of the results of the
operation in the minds of the profession. He then
gave an analysis of 19 cases of the operations by himself
and colleagues at the Massachusetts General Hospital.
In about 50% of these the result was designated as
fair. In 2 of the cases it was good, in 9 fair and in 8
improved. It was to be remembered, however, that
the results in excision were never equal to those of
reposition and it was, therefore, important to employ
the latter in every possible case. The paper was illus-
trated by a number of lantern slides.
A NEW PLASTIC OPERATION FOR CICATRICIAL PALATO-

PHARYNGEAL CONTRACTURES AND ADHESIONS.

By Dr. J/O. Roe, Rochester. He said that cicatricial
contractures or occlusions of the post-nasal space
resulting from ulcération or traumatism were quite
frequent and spoke of the difficulty encountered in
attempts at relieving the condition by reason of the
persistence with which the adhesions recurred. He
had, however, been able to secure permanent results
by means of an operation he had devised, which con-
sisted in covering the opposing surfaces, after the
liberation of adhesions, with mucous membrane taken
from neighboringjparts.

BookReviews.
Pain: Its Causation and Diagnostic Significance
in Internal Diseases. By DR. Rudolph Schmidt.
Translated and edited by Karl M. Vogel,
M.D., and Hans Zinsser, A.M., M.D. Phila-
delphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company
1908.
This book has been translated from the German

and is a useful addition to the English literature
upon a subject regarding the ultimate nature of
which we know little. The author has attempted,
and with success, to describe from a clinical basis
the types of pain and their locations with reference
to various portions of the nervous system. The
chapters are entitled, " The Sensation of Pain,"
" The Functional Modification of Pain," " Topog-
raphy in its Relation to Pain," " Quality and Time
of Occurrence," " The Nervous System," " Or-
gans of Motion," " Digestive System," " Urinary
System and Spleen," " Respiratory and Circu-
latory Systems," to which has been added by
the translators a chapter on Head's well-known
researches regarding referred pains and the sites
of pain and tenderness in visceral disease. It is
evident from the nature of the subject discussed
that few ultimate conclusions can be reached
regarding the nature of pain. In the meantime,
however, leaving aside in great measure the
psychological aspects of the subject, a statement
of facts as clinically observed is of decided value,
and this the author offers in this work. There is
no more difficult matter in medical practice than
to properly estimate the significance of pain,
inasmuch as the subjective element can never

be eliminated. Any studies bearing on this
matter, therefore, must be regarded as important.We commend the book to all physicians.
Anatomy and Mechanics of Scoliosis. DR. Carl
Nicoladoni. Published by Urban & Schwartz-
enberg, Berlin and Vienna.
This monograph is published by the sister of the

late Professor Nicoladoni, and is the completion of
the work to which he devotedmany years of labor,
the publication of which was interrupted by his
death. It consists of painstaking observations in
regard to the pathological anatomy of lateral
curvature, with investigations of the changein scoliosis of children. Evidences of rachitic
change are found in some, simple weakness in
others of the vertebra?, while many vertebrae
have normal strength. The monograph is well
illustrated and is a valuable contribution to
the subject.
Linacre Lecture, 1908, St. John's College, Cant-
bridge. Thomas Linacre. ByWilliam Osler,
M.D., F.R.S., Regius Professor of Medicine
in the University of Oxford. Illustrated.
Cambridge: University Press. 1908.
The Linacre Lecture for 1908 at St. John's

College, Cambridge, was delivered by Dr. William
Osier, since published in most attractive form bythe Cambridge University Press. The lecture
discusses Linacre in the sympaththetic way
characteristic of its author. An added signifi-
cance is given to the small volume through the
publication of many plates which cannot fail to
be of great interest to all students of medical
history.
Health and Beauty. By John V. Shoemaker,
LL.D., M.D., Professor of Materia Medica, etc.,
in the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadel-
phia. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Co. 1908.
One hardly expects a physician to write a book

of this sort. His concern is supposed to be with
health primarily, whereas beauty in any or-

dinary sense of the use of that term is a matter
somewhat beyond his jurisdiction. This con-
ventional attitude, however, is certainly not
binding, and Shoemaker in this volume has at-
tempted to show the close alliance of health and
beauty and incidentally how beauty may be
obtained and conserved. In the accomplishment
of this object he discusses at great length the
various attributes of the skin, with which his
medical work has made him particularly con-
versant. On the esthetic side he speaks of such
subjects as the Elements of Beauty and Grace,
the World-Influence of Woman's Charms, Ex-
pression, Sexual Attraction, Wedlock, the Bath,
Clothing and Dress, ending a very detailed dis-
cussion, of which these are some of the chapters,
by a description of the legitimate employment of
cosmetics, with " choice formula; " for their
preparation. These formula?, it may be said in
passing, are very numerous and very complex in
composition. The style and arrangement are
popular and evidently intended for the laity
rather than for the profession.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at LOS ANGELES (UCLA) on June 22, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


